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THE GRAPE MOTIF IN CLASSICAL 





ARABIC POETRY 


ABSTRACT 


Grape was an indispensable food source for an- 
cient communities, a sought-after industrial ma- 
terial, and, in some beliefs, a sacred gift given to 
humanity. In fact, in ancient Greek mythology, it 
is observed that even a separate god was fiction- 
alized for grape and wine. Grape, which was an 
important fruit for many civilizations living in 
and around the Middle East, which is considered 
to be its homeland, also has an important role in 
ancient Arab culture. The acquaintance of the 
Arabs with the cultivation of grape dates back to 
pre-Islamic times. For example, it is known that 
people in the Hadhramaut region were engaged 
in grape farming. Likewise, Taif has become a re- 
gion famous for grape farming. The ancient Ar- 
abs used the grape motif in their poems within a 
specific theme, namely bacchic poetry. Since bac- 
chic poetry was a very popular theme among the 
ancient Arabs, it is not surprising that the grape 
motif often appears in poems in which wine is 
glorified. In poems of this kind, poets do not only 
mention grapes but also talk about various stages 
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or terminology of grape production. We even see 
poems using the wine/grape terminology in the 
diwans of mystic poets. One of the most famous 
examples on this subject is undoubtedly a verse 
belonging to Ibn Farid (d. 632/1235): “Sharibna 
ala zikri al-habibi mudamatan, sakirna bihda, min qa- 
bli en yuhlaga al-kermu. [We drank the wine in mem- 
ory of the lover. We got drunk with it before the vine- 
yard was created]” In a distant land, Andalusia, the 
grape motif has had the opportunity to gain more 
distinctive originality in poetry. For example, we 
know that the Andalusians, who spent time in 
the magnificent gardens of the Iberian Peninsula, 
heard some poems comparing grapes with vari- 
ous fruits. This study aims to examine the grape 
motif in classical Arabic poetry in a scientific 
way. Ihe main source of the study is the diwans 
of medieval Arab poets. In addition, current aca- 
demic publications have also been used. 


Keywords: Arabic Language and Literature, 
Classical Arabic Poetry, Grape, Khamriyyat, 
Wine. 





